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For Immediate Release 

Monday, 7 March 2011 

 

Sime Darby Plantation explores potential investment 

in vegetable oil plant in Europe 
 

 

Kuala Lumpur, 7 March 2011 - Sime Darby Plantation has identified the Languedoc-

Roussillon region in France as a potential location to establish its multi-feedstock vegetable 

oil processing plant as part of a strategy to expand into key areas around the world.  

 

The proposed plant, to be located in the coastal town of Port-la-Nouvelle, will help to meet 

the growing demand for edible oils in Southern Europe and North Africa.  

 

The choice of Languedoc-Roussillon itself is strategic; the region, with a population of 2.4 

million, has a vibrant agri-food industry. It has a significant number of growers of cereal 

crops such as sunflower who will benefit directly from the establishment of the processing 

plant. 

 

The potential investment in the Port-la-Nouvelle plant forms part of Sime Darby Plantation’s 

plan to become an integrated player in the palm oil industry, according to Sime Darby Bhd 

President and Group Chief Executive Dato’ Mohd Bakke Salleh. “It will capitalize on the 

strategic location of our upstream operations even as it complements our refinery 

operations in Netherlands” Mohd Bakke added. 

 

Sime Darby Plantation is the plantation and agri-business subsidiary of Sime Darby Bhd, the 

world’s largest listed producer of palm oil. More than one-third of Sime Darby Plantation’s 

production is certified sustainable palm oil (CSPO) under guidelines established by the 

Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (RSPO). The company aims to have all its production 

from Malaysia and Indonesia certified by the RSPO by the end of 2011. 

 

Palm-based feedstock for the plant in Port-la-Nouvelle will eventually be sourced primarily 

from Sime Darby Plantation’s operations in Liberia. In the shorter term, CSPO will be 

obtained from Sime Darby Plantation’s other internal sources while other vegetable oils will 

be sourced externally, potentially from farmers in the region. 

 

The Group now has a refinery in Zwijndrecht, Netherlands, owned by its European 

subsidiary Sime Darby Unimills BV. The refinery sources CSPO from the Group’s estates in 

Sabah, Malaysia, and other feedstock from external sources. 

 

This proposed investment in the Languedoc-Roussillon Region will pave the way for Sime 

Darby Plantation to tap into an area of potential growth in Europe and North Africa while 

presenting an unprecedented opportunity for economic development and new employment. 
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“While we continue to assess other potential locations in Europe as well as other parts of the 

world, the Port-la-Nouvelle location has the added advantage of local feedstock supply as 

well as its proximity to Sime Darby Plantation’s operations in Liberia,” Mohd Bakke said.  

He noted that Sime Darby Plantation has had fruitful discussions with the port and regional 

authorities and they are very supportive of its proposed investment in the plant. 

 

The proposed plant can be up and running by the end of 2013 subject to the favourable 

outcome of feasibility studies and due diligence exercises and the approval of the Sime 

Darby Board of Directors. 

 

The President of the Regional Council, Christian Bourquin, and his first Vice-President, the 

Senator Robert Navarro, are pleased that Sime Darby Plantation had chosen to invest in 

France despite the strong competition in Europe. “This is good news to have international 

groups come to France and presents an excellent opportunity for the economy and 

employment in the region. This is a reward for all the efforts we have put in over the years 

to enhance the food sector in the Languedoc-Roussillon region,” he added. “We are pleased 

to welcome Sime Darby Plantation, a company that has already proven its commitment in 

sustainable practices.” 

 

The Languedoc-Roussillon region, located in the South of France and sometimes referred to 

as the country’s Sun Belt, is the world’s largest wine-producing region. The region’s 

unemployment rate at more than 12% is higher than the French national average of over 

9%. 

 

Sime Darby Plantation has 63 strategic operating units (SOUs*) of which 23 are producing 

CSPO. Of the remaining 40 SOUs, 30 have been audited by independent certification bodies 

and are awaiting certification by the RSPO. Sime Darby Plantation and Sime Darby Unimills 

play a leading role in the development and promotion of sustainable practices in the palm oil 

sector.  

 

*An SOU refers to a mill and its surrounding estates. 

 

 

 

 

About Sime Darby 

Sime Darby is a Malaysia-based diversified multinational involved in key growth sectors, 

namely, plantations, property, motors, industrial equipment, energy & utilities and 

healthcare. Founded in 1910, its business divisions seek to create positive benefits in the 

economy, environment and society where it has a presence.  

 

With a workforce of over 100,000 employees in over 20 countries, Sime Darby is committed 

to building a sustainable future for all its stakeholders. It is one of the largest companies on 

Bursa Malaysia with a market capitalisation of RM55.11 billion (USD18.2 billion) as of 4 

March 2011. 

 

About Sime Darby Plantation 

Sime Darby Plantation is the world’s largest listed plantation company, producing some 6% 

of the global crude palm oil (CPO) output. It operates oil palm plantations in Malaysia, 

Indonesia and Liberia, and is one of the co-founders of the Roundtable of Sustainable Palm 

Oil (RSPO), a multi stakeholder grouping that oversees the industry. Sime Darby Plantation 

also has downstream operations across the globe, producing oils & fats for various 
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industries, as well as oleochemicals. It is also present in the consumer goods sector, 

producing cooking oil and fruit juices, among others. 

 

About Sime Darby Unimills 

 

In Europe, Sime Darby is represented through Sime Darby Unimills. Established in 1913, 

Sime Darby Unimills is a leading European supplier of natural vegetable oil-based 

ingredients to the European food industry. The customer base includes both well-known    

A-brands as well as private label manufacturers. 

 

To produce tailor-made vegetable oil and fat ingredients, Sime Darby Unimills uses a 

diverse range of state-of-the-art processes on one site, from refining and double-

fractionation, to flaking and modern enzyme technology. The company also produces 

lecithins, including enzymatic technology-based lecithins for applications such as 

confectionery, spreads and bakery products. 

 

Because all facilities are located at one location, processed oils can be mixed and enriched 

with ingredients like flavour, lecithins or natural colorants without leaving the Sime Darby 

Unimills premises. Sime Darby Unimills sells products under key brand names, including 

Delico® hardstocks for margarines and spreads, GoldBake® dough fats for bakery products, 

MasterCraft® fats for sugar and chocolate confectionery and Cremex® the new generation 

healthy fats for aerated foods such as ice cream. 

 


